Venous oxygen embolism due to hydrogen peroxide irrigation during posterior fossa surgery.
Hazards of application of hydrogen peroxide to semiclosed space are well known. We present a case of suspected gas embolism following hydrogen peroxide irrigation of the surgical field during posterior fossa surgery in the prone position. Severe cardiovascular collapse occurred when the wound was irrigated with hydrogen peroxide solution. Generation of pressure gradient leads to absorption of a considerable amount of oxygen giving rise to features of venous gas embolism. Although the case was associated with an uneventful recovery, use of hydrogen peroxide for securing hemostasis should be avoided.